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Attitudes Toward Local Communist Regime and Leaders

25X1
le ‘ popular discontent with the regime seemsd *.
ounting, although 1% was not expreesed openly. The causes of this unrast
were multiple; | 'these aould be placed in two general categoriemy 25X1
&e The steady deterioration of material living conditions; and
be The complete lack of demosratic freedom.
2. Every social and sconomlc group had 1ts partioular reasons for being dissatisfiud,
The following are a few examples:
a. Menual laborers and office workers had lost the right to change thelr joba
of their own free willp
b. Perscns who did not belong to the Bulgarian Communist Party had no chanes of
getting better jobs;
%« Young psople had no cholce either as to their type of work or their plase of
employment s
d. Laborers were dissatisfied with thﬁm&mﬂ | 25x1
\ ] it had brought about a .Lowering of

workera' wages;
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e. The peasants were dissstisfied with living conditions in the villages; and

f. Housewlves complained of the difficulties of obtaining certain foods, such
as sugar, butter, and chesse.

Although it was almost lmpossible to express one's dissatlsfaction openly, thers
was a certain amownt of silent resistance which manifested ltself in various ways.
For examples

ae While standing in the endless queues,; hovsewives complained of the high prisces
and the shortages of certain food 1tems, especially sugar;

b. Students who were graduating and were about to geb thelr first jobs tried to
cireumvent the orders of the various ministries, which assigned them to certain
jobs in certain localities, by feigning 1llnessj no one wanted to be assignad
to a rural distriet;

¢. Manual laborers, disgruntled by the constant increase in production norms and
the new work system, expressed their discontent by doing just enough to fulw
£411 their morms | ‘there was soms o5y
gabotage in the factories to protest againsgt the working conditlens;

d. It was rumored that the regime had great difficulty in forcing the peasants to
toe the Communist linej peasants im various parts of the country were seld to
have risen openly against the regime on several occasilons; even the Communist
press could not overlook the revolt of the peasants against new cooperatives,
which took place in Yablanitsa in 1952; there were also peasant uprisings im
Yidin in 19523

@s Soldlers, who were especially dissatisfled mth the poor conditions of life
ged milit disodr

25X1

while in oomand of 10 men on guard duty one night, he had dis-
ocovered members of the Buylgarian resistance in the act of sabotaging a mlitery
depot; he allowed them to escape and was later asked to account for his actlon;
he stated that he had no specific order to shoot, and fortunately, the soldisrs!
manual states that hls duty was to protect hls men when he did not know the
size of the enemy group; he later confided that he would not have fired at ths
group, because he approved of what it was doing} apd .

f. Office. workers generally offered only pasdive resistance; they expressed their
disapproval by not attending meetings, conferences, and other functlons whish
the trade unions and other organizations tried to impose upon them.

The most dissatisfied elements were the peasants, young people in general (espscially
university students), and soldiers.

Each group had a certain number of persons who favcred the regime. The largest
mumber of these seemed to be among the intelllgentsia, although cne could never bas
sure of the sincerity of their attitude. Thls was especlally true of authors and
artists, which were the most favored groups. Many Army offlcers also have favored
the regime; most are now ardent and fanatic Communists. Yet there have been rumors
of discontent among them. The general opinion, howsver, was that the offlcers wers
the most solid supporters of the regime. The enlisted men were generally opposed
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to it. There was alsc general discontent among the members of the Militia, and
there have been rumors that frequent changes were made in the Militia organization.
The most anti-regime people were to be found among the laboring tlass, the peasants,
and young people 18 years of age and older, thabt is to say, the middls and pou
classes,

ALl features of the Bulgarian Communist regims were disliked. The most cutebanding
features may possibly havs heen:

ae The constant supervision by the Militia;

be Economic regulations, difficult living condbions, low wages and nigh prises;
and

¢+ The complete lack of democratic freedoms and the wnsertainty.

The people secretly ridiculed all Communist efforts to make them believe that all
was well in Bulgaria, and that they were happy while peopls in the capitalish
countries suffersd.

Popular antagomism sentersed arcound Vilko Chervenkor. He was abt the head of ths
government and was also secretary-general cf the Communist Party. He thus rew

presented all the power in the country and was responsible for all th -
setting the country. Other Communist lwﬁ 25X
\%ﬂfnma of the Communists are popular. Georgi Dimitrov may have besome

more popular gince his death, but this popularity stems from the rumor that he was
killed in Moscow because he was not in complete agreement with the Soviet Communist
Party line. The population in genersl wonsidered the Communist leaders to be pawLE
of the Kremlim.

The privileges enjoyed by the so-salled Communist "arlstocrasy," whish had vialhly
drifted away from the masses, were a constant source of irritation to the penpls.
They partisularly resented the enormous salaries glven the Communists and the
marked class distinction existing since the advent of the Communist regime, s
distinction based solely on cne's social origin.

Lo¢al Communiwt Leadsrs and the Kramlin Changsuven

The initiel acts of the new goverament of the USSR after the death of Stalin,
Such as the exomeratlon of the Scviet physloians, the declaration of amnesty, and
the lowering of prices, were regerded in Bulgaria as a direst slur on Stelints
riame.

As of early June 1953, the Stalln cult was belng replaced in Bulgaria by the
Malenkov cult.

Portraits of Stalin were still displayed, ut not in such large numbers as befors
hls death. The portralts seen most fraquently wers those of Malenkev, Berls, and
Molotov,

It was commonly believed in Bulgaria that all crders coms from Moscow. As fop

the Marxist doctrine, the Bulgari an Communist regime follewsd
the Pravde line and perbaps recelved instrustions from the Marx=Lenin Institute
in Moscow,
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Group Antagonisms

A general cleavage between the Commmnists and non=Cormunists was apparent every-
where, in the offices, factories, and schools, and In the tuwms and villages.
Anyone who wanted to get a wellwpald job or to makse a career for himsalf had to
be a member of the Communist Party, for Party members enjoyed privileges in ths
socialy, sconomic, pclitical, and cultural life of the country., ALl exeuutlve and
supervisory jobs were filled by Communistse. If, for example, a non=-Conmmuniat and
a Communist applied for the same position, preference was always glven to the
Communist, even though his qualifications for the job might be inferior te ithoss
cf the non-Commmnist. Students who wanted to go abroad to pursue thelr studles,
or wanted 40 become scientists, jeurnalists, or authors, had to be members of the
Communist Party. In short, all doors were open to members of the Pariy.

It was common knowledge that the Communist FParty was conducting a strong camm

paign against religlon and that people who practiced thelr religlon wsre regarded

as reactlonaries. | natioral or racial antsgunism, alw
though a few years ago there was the problem of the Pomsks. 25X1

Antagonism between Communists and nop~Communists was also evident ln literaturs
and the arts. General culture worried the Commniatmmm%iy
_any work which did xnot ccnform to the Party line. 25X1
the following examples In Februsry 1952, Literaturen Front, pericdlcal wf
» Union of Bulgarian Authors, published several unfavcrable cribiques of Dimdtum
Dimov's novel Tyutyun (Tobaccos ; calling 1t reactionary and ascusing it of wnot
corresponding To socialist reality since it did nob give first place to the worklng
class, eto. A few days later, Rabotmichegko Delu, orgsn of the Bulgerlan Communist
Party, published anonymously an artlcle written Ty Vulks Chervenkov, the head of
the government, in which he deplored the "unfortunata criticlsm" of this novel
which, in his cpinien, possessed great literary merit, Immediately after the pub~
lication of this srticle, all those who had previously condemned it recanted, The
same necessity for conformity to the soclalist patiern was also seen in the cther
arts, such as music and painting. In the latter, for esmmple, the approved mcdeds
were corbemporary French painters and the Bulgarian artlsts Zhendov and Shtarkelov.
The works of contemporary Soviet, Bulgardlen, Esstern Eurcpean, and other Satelllta
suthors served as models in the feld of drams. The works of Schiller, Ibsen,
Maeterlinok, and Tolstoy were completely ebsent, while Shakespears was very pouily
represented,

The positions with unnecessarily high salaries glven to Party members ware aluc

s bone of contention. For example, every offise, factory, end village had a high-
salaried Communist Party secretary, whose functions consisted of managing the
affalrs of the Party. There were slways several employees of the personnel offlce
whose task was to spy on the other employses of the office or plant, and they
were well paid. In addition, there were highly peid cfficlals of the local
committees of the Communist f’arty and the Fatherland Front to be found throughout
the sountry.

Dissension was to be found in all academlc fields. Swulentlsts, for example, had
to recognize the superiority of Soviet sulence and follow only the viewpoin‘és of
Soviet sclentists. The Soviet Union allegedly led the field in blolegy and in

the soclal ard political sciences. Professors whose ideas did not agree with the
offieisl Communist viewpoint on sclentific metters were deprived of the right to
teach in universities. Many sclentists and obher scholars, among them biologlsts
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and professors of literature, therefore found themselves constrained to give in
to Communisme The situation was somewhat different in the case of prcfessors
of jurisprudence. Alitost all of those at the University of Sofia have been re-
placed by Communistse.

There were courses in the principles ¢f Communis? gscientific doctrine and in
Marxigm-Leninism which were given at a scheol in the village of Barkya, near
Sofia, which wers compulsory for all professors. These professors were obliged
to spend 20 days at the schools

Necesslties and Improvements

20, Lrﬁ\—g—:n:—;—rnzhe irpigation projests were generally rezognized favorably 25X1
y the majJorivy © peoplise.

21,

22.

23.

2L,

25

26.

T tive achievements of the Communist reglme in Bulgaria were Lﬁ 25X1
the improvements made in the soclal services and in In8ustrlal develop=
ment, However, Bulgaria did not have ths

nemessary prerequisites for the lar ge-susle Ilndustrialization which the Communists
were trylng 4o introduce and that rapid ani excesslve ird ustrialization would uwne
questionably lead to the enslavement of the Bulgarian peuple and ssrvitude Lo the
Soviet Union.

There was & sad lack of improvement in cther fislds, eeg«, housing and working
conditionse The situation in June 1953 was worse than before or during Werld War
IT. A man worked eight hours a day six days a week and then had to attend mestings,
elther at hls place of employment or in a private home and had to sperd a good

part of his leisure time studying and preparing answers +o questions asked ab these
meetings.

Recreational faoilities in Sofia, a cily with a populeticn of about 500,000, were
totally inadequate. There were only thres or four places where one could danase
The f4lms were generally propagenda filas. The legltimate theater and the cpers
were 8o well patronized that it was almost 1mpossible to obtain tickebs, and the
repartolres conslsted almost exclusively of contemporary Soviet and Bulgariun
dramas, which were full of propaganda. Publlec lestures on literature and sclence
were always blased polltlcally.

Bducation was allegedly free and ascessible to all, tut so many formalities had to
be complied with, such as showing proof not only of the student's but also of the
family's positive attitude toward the regime, that it was very difficult to enter

a university.

There were grave difficulties in the fileld of agrioculture. The Bulgerisn peasant
was traditionally deeply attached to his land and always had & great sense of
property ownership. Since the advent of Communilsm, pessants have grawm very dls-
satisfled with the cooperative farm aystem which has been forced upon themme

To express personal ldeas was disatrous. Opportunities fo b W
avallable only 0 thos’ne who followed the Party line, 25X1
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Deprivations and Asplrations

27. Each soclal group had its owvm hopes. For example, an average citizen (an office
worker or a simple laborer) longed for better living conditions, freedom tec choose
or to change his job, freedom from the secret Militia, a non-Communis®% government,
freedom of the press; religion, and expression, and fres communication with Western
countries.

28, Young men of college age wanted the possibility of choosing their own profession,
assurance for the future, democratic frecdoms, the freedom to come into contasct
with Western countries, and better living conditicns.

29, Intellectuals, scientlsts, authors, poets, musiclans, and artists désired, first
of all, to be free of all restrictions, i.e., to have a real chance to develop
thelr telents without having to worry about pleasing the Communists. For this
reuson, they wanted a democratic government, democratic freedoms, and free communica~
tion with Weatern countries.

30. All soclal groups agreed on one pointeethe nesessglity of getting rid of the Commus
nist regime and its restrictions.

Rumor and the Grapevine

3l. ‘ how rumors were organized,, = |they were an ime 25X1
portant source of informatlon. In general, rumocrs were directed agsinst the

regime,

32, The average cltizen did not have any details concerning forced labor samps, but
dld know of thelr existence. Many people in Sofia had relatives in labor camps.
living conditions in these camps were very 4ifficult and there were many cases
of mental illness and a high suicide rate., The worat of the forced labor camps
was the Belene camp which housed political prisoners for the most part. Many had
been there for five years without having been informed of the charges against
them. Pildoners were allowed to write one post card to their familles each month

d to receive one £ e welghing no more than three kllograms, | 25X 1
food in the camp was very poor and that the prisoners lacked

clothing. Some Bulgarian citizens were deported to the Soviet Unlon; one well-

known case was the famous Bulgarian artist of Russian origin, Evgeni Zhdanovski.

Forelign Broadcasts

33. ‘ almost every house in Sofia had a radio receiver, and that, as 25X1
far as she knew, everyone who had a radio listened eagerly to Westsrn radio pro=-
grams. To her knowledge, most people listened to ewning programs because it was
more convenlent. She guessed that about four persons listened to sach radioc set,
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People who did not own radios got their news from friends. News travelsd quickly
vis the grapevine. Almost everyone knew within 2}, hours what had been said on a

particular Western broadcast.
25X1

lrarely dlscussed religion with friends or. atqualntances.
K religlous program would be neither very interesting nor
Important to the average Bulgarian. Rellglous beliefs sere not discussed in pube
lice Although the regime was busy conducting an anti-relliglous propagaenda campalgn

in the schools and plants,the churches were open and the people were fres to visit
them. Some Catholic and Protestant clergymen, but no Greek Orthodox, were brought

to trials | the Bulgarian people were attached to their
religion in spite of the anti-rellgious propaganda., Thls fact was especlally evi=-
dent on holidays, such as Christmas end Easter, when the churgém)ea were packed.

Attitudes Toward Other Nationalibles

25X1

Czechoslovakia and

Poland were popular among the Bulgarian pecple because of the resistance shown by
the people of these countries to the Communist rogime.

25X1

Politically, Bulgaria was disappointed with France because of the insgtabllity of
1ts government. Culturally, the Bulgarians loved France, whoss influense in thelr
country hes always been very stronge

| | the only hops for 25X1
Bulgaria rested with the United States. This bellef was based on the conviotion

that the United States was the only country which followed a conglstent anti-

Communist policy. The statements made by outstanding Amerlcans to the effect bhat

they wished to see a fras Bulgarla have made a desp impression on the Bulgerisn
people. gtatements 5
by the chiefs of state of European countries.| Tthe hope 5X1

and ensouragement derived by the Bulgarian people from the speech made by President
Eisenhower after his election.

Knowledge of Conditions in the USSR

25X
People in Bulgarie knew very little about life in the USSR. Occasionally, on !
their return home, students who had been sent to the Soviet Union to study would og5x4
discuss in gemeral terms conditions in the USSR and restrictions imposed upon
foreligners there. & young womas | | who had returned from studies
in the-USSR had told[  fthat she had not been allowed to travel from Moscow to
Leningrad without special permission and that she had been forbidden to travel
in industrial regionSoL Mco-workers on the Committee
of Democratic Bulgarian Women in Sofia, who had lived in the USSR for 25 years 25X1
and whoge daughter had married there, that the prices of all commodlitles were
high in the USSRe

The general impressions of conditions in the Soviet Union were unfavorable, al-
though they were thought %o be better than in Bulgaria.
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Attitude Toward Russians

‘ the atbtitude toward Soviet experts in Bulgaria was unfavorable sy
& growing hatred of these experts was noticeable everywhere, not only because they

were representatives of a hated regime, but alsc because of the exorbitant salaries
which they received.

25X1

in generaly the Bulgarian people did not like the Soviet ex-
perts and felt that they were the true besses of the country. The prevailing
opinion was that there was a sufficient namber of Bulgarian experts to fill the
jobs. | | Soviet personnel in the Minlstry of the Interior, the
Council of Ministers, and the Ministry of Defense were very unpopular.

25X1

Attitudes Toward Soviet Leaders

l to the average citizen, Stalin was the incarnatlon of all

thet Communism represents. He was the
symbol of all their misfortune. 8 responsible for
all the misfortunes and difficulvies whicn TNFY 080 TO enUWId T25X1

the Bulgerian peopls considered the new Kremlln regime a

stable one, but shs felt that this tpimlon may have changed since the ouster of
Berla.

The mare conciliatory sttitude of the new Soviet regime in the first few montha 25X1
following the death of Stalin loosened the tension in Bulgaria somewhat, and gave

_ rima to S0 ope that there might be some changes in Bulgaria alsm j

-
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